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Winter Newsletter - June 2020

Whales Signal Winter!

___________________________________
Port Elliot Anzac Message

Thanks to the Sullivan family for re-vamping the blackboard
at the town square and creating the lovely Anzac Day message for the community.
The home-made red poppy decorations were a lovely bright colourful touch.

____________________________________
Botany History

- 1890's!

Neptune's Pearls Sculpture

This sculpture was installed in Port Elliot recently, a result of Alexandrina
Council’s call for an Expression of Interest for a public art commission for Port
Elliot. The successful artists, Chris De Rosa and Gerry Wedd of Port Elliot
designed their installation to pay tribute to pioneering Fleurieu botanist Jessie
Louisa Hussey.
It honours Jessie’s contribution to early
years botanical exploration on the
South Coast. It is titled ‘Neptune’s
Pearls’ based on one of Jessie’s pressed
specimens and has been installed in
Continental Park, overlooking
Horseshoe Bay.

Jessie Hussey Port Elliot

Botanist

To help expand the story behind the new Port Elliot sculpture “Neptune’s
Pearls”, Association members collaborated to write a 11-page story with
pictures about the local botanist Jessie Louisa Hussey. This is now available via
the Association website (www.portelliot.org.au). The Times printed a great
photo and article 4 June 2020.
A quick snap shot:
Jessie was a young Port Elliot lady recruited
by a renown botanist to collect marine and
land plant specimens in 1893
A diligent and meticulous collector who
provided a very large number of fine quality
specimens that still live in collections
around the world today
2,000+ specimens were collected and sent
to Baron Ferdinand von Mueller and many
also sent to botanist Jacob Agardh in
Sweden
Both Mueller and Agardh named plants
after Jessie
Her father was a local Politician and
businessman – Jessie being the only
daughter who sadly died in Port Elliot at the
age of 36. Five of her siblings died in
infancy.

_____________________________________
New for Port Elliot

Agen Dent - Port Elliot Hero

A new history sign is being
created to help share an iconic
heroic Port Elliot story from
1860. Young Agen Dent was
taught to swim by four
Ramindjeri men at a time when
few people could swim. The
Flying Fish schooner dragged
its anchor during a storm and
began floundering in
Horseshoe Bay.

Agen was able to swim a line out to the ship and hence save all on board –
the Captain and all crew. The Flying Fish legacy lives on in the Port Elliot
community through the local café, surf club, bowling club and primary
school.

New Foot Wash at the Bay

Locals are thrilled that a foot washing facility
has been installed near the bowling club. It is
terrific to see is has been installed in a spot
to help reduce the amount of sand carried
into the public showers and great to see the
effectiveness of community advocacy.
Thanks Alexandrina Council!

_____________________________________

_____________________________________
New for Port Elliot

Recycle project - In Development

The Victor Harbor FLO program students are helping
the Association experiment with a stylish method of
collecting used drink containers for recycling.
Students are involved in the design and construction
of a trial recycle bin to be installed in a community
space. This project is a great way for the Association
to experiment with recycle bin ideas, and for
students to be involved in the practical and useful
community project.
The Association will fund the material costs for
prototype number 1.
The success of this will guide future endeavours. ‘We
know the students are loving this project‘ says Anita.

Port Elliot Community Garden

It is great to know 23 households have now expressed interest in the Port Elliot
community garden. This is very encouraging. A number of this group have
significant experience in, and knowledge of, gardening and horticulture generally,
so a real bonus. The Association and Alexandrina Council are working together to
consider an appropriate site - still in the process of deciding.
In addition to sites in Port Elliot, there
may be an opportunity to do something
in conjunction with the autism
charity ”Aspire to Inspire
Together” which has a property
between Port Elliot and Middleton. This
could provide a chance to have some
larger easy-grow crops which help
generate income for either group, or for
donation to Food Bank etc.
In early June the group met for the first time online. A working committee of eight
has been formed.
If you are interested in more information, please contact Ian Nuberg
M: 0421 144 671 or E: ian.nuberg@adelaide.edu.au

_____________________________________

_____________________________________
Dogs Day Out - Cancelled

One of South Australia’s earliest COVID-19 casualties was the Dogs Day
Out event planned for Sunday 15th March 2020. The event was cancelled
and we did our best to fulfill the event objectives. The art show went
online via the Association website and judging still took place and awards
given to artists. The online art show made it possible for all the Port Elliot
kindergarten children to view their art on the big screen at the kindy!
Entries can still be viewed www.portelliot.org.au

A GoFundMe page, donations and a raffle meant
almost $400 was raised for the RSB Guide Dog Puppy
Education program - the event beneficiary.
We did miss out on the atmosphere, entertainment and
fun of a day out for families and dogs.
Thank you raffle prize sponsors

Browse in & Save, Goolwa
Bunnings
Coles Victor Harbor
Fleurs Salon
Foodland Goolwa
Port Elliot Pharmacy
Rebekah Sharkie, MP for Mayo
Stockfeeds R Us
Wet & Wild Petz Centre

... and the Port Elliot
Kindergarten raffle winner is
Lianne Perry
Grandma to Olivia.

Port Elliot Dog Waste Project

The Doggie Dunnie bin developer in WA has
offered to donate a 240L bin to this project. It
is nearing final development stage and then
hoped it can be trialled at the Goolwa Beach
carpark.
Meanwhile the 55L bin is being trialled at
Horseshoe Bay, so far with great success at
collecting dog waste in compostable bags so
diverted from landfill. It is now more than
half way through the trial and only three
plastic bags and no other contamination has
been deposited!

_______________________________

_____________________________________
Dog Park Road Upgrade

The long awaited sealing of Cameron Street that extends down to the dog
park is underway, though the lovely and welcome rain has delayed the
work. Dog park road traffic information coordinated by the Friends of the
Port Elliot Dog Park provided Council with data about the number of
vehicles using the road every day and we were surprised (av 83 visits)!
Dust for neighbouring residents of Elliot Gardens and increasing foot
traffic to the dog park means the community welcomes this improvement.

The limestone wall at the entrance to the Heritage Reserve was moved
successfully to make way for the inclusion of the footpath. This wall was built
by TAFE students and funded by donations of materials and services by many
local businesses in early 2016.

_______________________________

_______________________________
27 North Terrace Re-Development

On April 2, 2020 the Environment,
Resources and Development Court
(ERDC) held that the planned redevelopment for 25-27 North
Terrace (corner of Murray Terrace)
was "inappropriate" for its location.
The proposed two-storey building comprised four dwellings and two
offices. The site is within Port Elliot's prescribed Residential Zone and in the
vicinity of its Heritage Conservation Area.
Port Elliot residents appealed the development primarily because of the:
1. Unfavourable appearance and impact of the proposed redevelopment on
the heritage values of Port Elliot
2. Undesirable expansion of town centre services, and
3. Potential establishment of a precedent, for further ribbon commercial
development along North Terrace beyond the town centre and into the
residential zone.
Prior to the matter going
to the ERDC, Port Elliot
residents sought to
negotiate with Mr Weise
for a project with a
reduced size and scale
through mediation.
Mr Weise refused to
negotiate any substantive
aspect of the proposed
design.
The Environment,Resources and Development
Court (ERD Court) is a specialist court in South
Australia. It deals with disputes and
enforcement of laws relating to the development
and management of land, the natural and built
environment and natural resources.

_______________________________
ERD Court

_______________________________
27 North Terrace Re-Development - The Hearing

The hearing was held in December 2019. Port Elliot residents were
commendably and very capably represented by Mr Brian Hayes QC and Ms
Katarina Grenfell of Murray Chambers, and Ms Nicole Mead of DMAW
Lawyers. In addition, they were greatly assisted by Dr Iris Iwanicki who
provided expert planning advice.
At the centre of the Court’s deliberations was whether the planned offices
and other features of the development were non-compliant, due to the site's
location within Port Elliot's residential zone.
Commissioner Rumsby agreed with Port Elliot
residents, noting that the stand-alone offices were
inappropriate. He said that the built mass and overall
density, and siting, was also at odds with the Residential Zone.
The key take points of this decision are:
1. Non-residential developments of a "local community nature" can be
appropriate in a residential zone,but it has to be sympathetic to the zone.
The Court said that this proposal was of "sufficient variance with the
Development Plan as to not merit consent".
2. Would this development have increased the community’s access to
services, such as those contemplated by the Development Plan? The Court
said no, the contemplated administrative services, e.g. a legal office and an
unknown tenancy, would not assist in improving the community's access to
the range of community or business services which are expected in the Town
Central Zone
3. The Court found that the development would unfavourably expand in a
lineal fashion along North Terrace Town Central Zone-like services that
would not contribute to its "compact walkability”. The development
was considered to be at odds with the Town Central Zone's objectives,
especially in light of existing vacancies and unfulfilled capacity.
4. The Court found that its arterial road location is
not generally appropriate for offices.
5. Finally, the Court agreed that the commercial
presentation of the office element, and the siting,
built density and continuous built form to North
Terrace did not provide the desired or reasonably
expected building outcome for the land.

_______________________________

_______________________________
27 North Terrace -Appeal Period Expired

As the appeal period has expired, the status quo of the site will continue for
now. Planning law reform is due to come into effect late 2020 which will
include changes to zoning, changes to rights of appeal against development
applications on neighbouring sites and changes to public notification of
development applications. These reforms may well impact upon a future
development application in respect of 27 North Terrace.

Thank you
to the Association
and residents near
and far for their
support.
it was truly
humbling to see
our village come
together to
protect our
heritage.

Belinda Sullivan
Local Port Elliot resident
June 2020

_______________________________

_______________________________
News from Cr Bronwyn Lewis

I am hoping you are all well and my phone is on if you need to talk
I am not a counsellor but I am your Councillor!
There has been a lot of media about grants and funding of late to counteract the
difficult circumstances a lot of people (myself included) face in a post COVID-19
economy. Alexandrina Council has been well placed to secure both Federal and
State funding recently.

Council and COVID-19
This has been an interesting and often testing time for all. When I first got
elected I wanted to Skype in for a meeting and I was refused as we are meant to
be “present”. Well COVID-19 let the genie out of the bottle and now even the
most luddite of us is now competent at virtual meetings.

Council JP Service
JP Services offered in Council Chambers were closed, and Elected Members were
given special provision to act in a JP capacity. This was not widely publicised but
ring Council if you need to access a JP service.

Port Elliot Surf Life Saving Club Funding
How did Council come up with the
$330,000 needed to assist the Surf
Club get over the hump?
It was effectively 90% about the
slump pump shared by the Flying
Fish Café and the PESLSC. I was
happy to propose this motion for
several reasons:
1. The third quarter report had a healthy surplus which cannot be carried over.
2. The land and Flying Fish Café are Council assets and arguably this was and is
Council responsibility.
3. The people of Port Elliot have fundraised for decades gathering a staggering
$795k so there could be no argument that the community have not contributed
(this argument is sometimes used to knock project funding back).
4. Finally, the Minister with the purse strings had put pressure on the Elected
Members to deliver – I didn’t want to be in a situation where other State Funds
might not be offered in the future so we were in a situation where we very
definitely had to come to the table.
You can listen to the minutes; but this is basically what I said, and we achieved a
unanimous vote.

_______________________________

_______________________________
News from Cr Bronwyn Lewis

Elccted Members CPI Increase
Another motion from the last meeting was that Elected Members are now
given the option to refuse their CPI increase on their stipend. I supported
Councillor Carter on this and called for a division so you can hear and see how
Elected Members voted. Essentially as our stipend is so small the CPI increase
is only $334 a year - but it was the principal of the matter.

Council Rates for 2020/2021
I have been really pushing for zero rate increase and zero increase in debt and
looking to administration efficiencies instead. The Council budget as it stands,
will come to a special meeting mid-June to be endorsed before being made
available for community consultation.
Please, if you have read this far, go online to MySay and read and make
comments.

Council Budget
In order to gain efficiencies, administration has selected the reduction of
library services, arts funding and community grants as areas to receive
reduced funds. All of these in my mind are expected services, if not essential
services. The other efficiency areas include public toilets, elected members
meals and footpaths.
I have now gained considerable experience understanding rates and briefings
and drilling down on exactly how the Local Government budgets work. This
does take up an inordinate amount of my time but I am committed to asking
questions to reduce costs and rates.

Imagine Port Elliot
I apologise to you all for being so far behind on the “Imagine
Port Elliot” report and the plan moving forward. I have been
busy surviving like many others. I am meeting Association
President Sue Dixon mid-June to progress this work. The
Council-led Village Innovation Plans are now on hold and our
planning is critical to make sure we keep up the momentum.
My community ‘chats’ in The Chamber in The Strand, Port
Elliot will resume in July 2020.
I will post details on Facebook and in the window.

Stay safe Bron
M: 0416 192 119
E: bronwyn.lewis@alexandrina.sa.gov.au

_______________________________

_____________________________________
PET&FI Association Winter Newsletter - June 2020
Garden Goup

Meet 1st and 3rd Friday of the month
at the Soldiers Memorial Gardens
9am to 12 noon
Great social BBQ and a beverage to finish
Next meets - Friday 19th June 2020

_______________________________
This gardening group has one of the best views in Australia!

Association - People

President - Sue Dixon
Vice President - Brenton Osborne
Secretary - Geoff Mudge
Treasurer - Josephine Christmas
General Committee Members - Anita Judd and Janet Ellis
Association Website http://www.portelliot.org.au/
Association Contact Details: secretary@portelliot.org.au

_______________________________

